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Opening EditorialOperations Research is a broad and exciting discipline. To start
with, it does not have a widely accepted name and Manage-
ment Science, Operational Research, Decision Science are also com-
monly used synonyms. While traditionally considered a sub-field
of mathematics, nowadays OR as grown to maturity with appli-
cations in almost all other disciplines. As a matter of fact, one
is hard pressed to find another field of knowledge so interdisci-
plinary as OR which intermixes theories and methodologies from
mathematics, management science, computer science, operations
management, economics, engineering, decision support, soft
computing and many more, even reaching into psychology, er-
gonomics, knowledge management, education, quality manage-
ment and biology.
Operations Research Perspectives (ORP) is new journal, pub-
lished by Elsevier which has, in my opinion three distinct char-
acteristics that make it unique. In the following I elaborate about
these in detail.
The first peculiarity is that ORP is a very general journal.
Contrary to the current trend of creating highly specialized
periodicals, we have put together a journal that takes papers from
all sub-fields of OR with the aim of bringing together high-quality
papers and original contributions with a potentially far-reaching
impact in the field, all inside the same journal. As a result, the
interfaces between the different disciplines and the richness of the
field are bolstered, facilitating new and interesting approaches.
As such, ORP is aimed at a very wide audience, ranging from
management scientists, industrial engineers, computer scientists,
mathematicians, practitioners and scientists working in the
operations research field, understood in a broad sense. Similarly,
all kinds of submissions, from short notes and technical letters to
full papers, case studies and applications are welcomed.
The second singular feature of ORP is that the journal and the
editorial workflow have been fine-tuned in order to speed up the
revision process as much as possible. In this workflow we have
secured a series of cross-editorial agreements with other major
operations research journals, namely Omega—The International
Journal of Management Science, Decision Support Systems,
European Journal of Operational Research, International Journal
of Production Economics, Computers & Operations Research and
Computers & Industrial Engineering. Under these agreements,
selected high-quality papers that have already been reviewed
might be accepted in a quick editorial decision for Operations
Research Perspectives.
The third and final distinctive trait is that ORP is an Open Access
Journal. This means that individual authors pay a reduced publi-
cation fee in exchange for having their paper made publicly and
quickly accessible to everyone, without the need for subscription
fees. As a result, authors’ research results are disseminated quickly
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and potential impact.
Open Access publishers and journals have had an appalling and
abhorrent start. There are various studies pointing out at themany
deficiencies of this paradigm, most notably Beall’s list of predatory
publishers [1] or [2]. At this stage, however, we all agree that
Elsevier is very far from being a predatory publisher but rather the
world’s leading scientific publishing house. We want to position
ORP as having ‘‘Open Access done right’’. Open Access (OA) has
many benefits. From the simple fact of universal and seamless
access to published papers (How many times have you been away
from your office, on a trip, only to find that you cannot access some
papers — including your own published work!) to widespread
accesswhich could potentially include any researcher in theworld.
This last aspect should not be overlooked. Researchers fromall over
the world do not have subscriptions to every journal, especially
countries with an increasing role in the research world like China,
India or Iran, among others. As a result, a paper published with OA
is accessible to a much larger audience from the very same day it
is published.
OA should not be confused with bad Ethics in publishing. The
fact that many shady OA publishers are not applying a rigorous
peer review process does not mean that the whole OA movement
is flawed or wrong. On the contrary, OA is here to stay. Around the
globe, governments, research bodies and associations are passing
regulations that force authors to publish in OA. After all, it makes
little sense for a body that funds research to then pay again to
have subscription to that very same research. Furthermore, buying
back everybody’s research is by no means cheap. Some libraries
are spending up to $20 million per year to maintain subscriptions
[3]. OA makes sense from an economic perspective. Having all
authors from a constitution pay the publication fee is going to
add up much less than current subscription fees. Furthermore,
OA is much fairer, as emerging countries with fewer publications
do not have such a hefty entry barrier. Finally, scientific research
is all about disseminating knowledge and I am hard pressed to
find a more seamless way of achieving this dissemination than
OA. Basically, OA is a fairer, more transparent and 21st century
publishing paradigm.
With all this in mind, ORP is poised to be the reference OA
journal in the OR field. I embraced Elsevier’s invitation to be the
Editor-in-Chief with great enthusiasm and no less responsibility.
The herculean task of putting ORP in every OR researcher’s radar is
much easier thanks to the international editorial board formed by
widely recognized experts and well established researchers, many
of them are editors of key journals themselves. The quality of the
editorial board is just an early indicator of the overall intended
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its life, ORPhas already received almost a hundred submissions and
only a select few have endured the strict high-quality peer review
process. Therefore, with great honor I present our inaugural issue
which I am sincerely convincedwill be the first of a very successful
and fruitful list.
Appendix A. Supplementary data
Supplementary material related to this article can be found
online at http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.orp.2014.09.001.
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